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ABBREVIATIONS 
a 
ABM anti-ballistic missile 
ACCJ American Chamber of Commerce in Japan 
ADB Asian Development Bank 
ADRs american depositary receipts 
AEC Atomic Energy Commission 
AIDS acquired immune deficiency syndrome 
ANC African National Congress 
AP Associated Press 
APEC Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation 
ASDF Air Self-Defense Force 
ASEAN Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
AWACS Airbome Warming and Control System 
ania 
BIS Bank of International Settlements 


BOJ Bank of Japan 
BSE bovine spongiform encephalopathy 


ainsi DE inant 
CAPTAIN Character and Pattern Telephone Access Information 
Network 
CATV community antenna television 
CB covertible bond 
CCD charge-coupled device 


CD certificate of deposit 


CEO chief executive officer 
CFCs chlorofluorocarbons 


- CHONGRYUN General Association of Korean Residents in Japan 

CIA Central Intelligence Agency 

CiS Commonwealth of Independent States 

CP commercial paper 

CTBT Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty 

CWAJ College Women’s Association in Japan 
ial 

DAT digital audio tape 

DEA Drug Enforcement Administration 

DPJ Democratic Party of Japan 

DRAMs dynamic random-access memories 

DVD Digital Versatile Disc 

EBRD European Banks for Reconstruction and Development 

EC European Communities 

ECOSOC Economic and Social Council 

EDTV extended-definition television 

EFTA European Free Trade Association 

EMS European Monetary System 

EPA Economic Planning Agency 

ERM European Exchange Rate Mechanism — 

ESA European Space Agency 


ESCAP U.N. Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific 


EU European Union 
= 7a 
FAO Food and Agriculture Organization 


FAQ frequently asked questions 
FBI Federal Bureau of Investigation 


FCCJ Foreign Correspondents’ Club of Japan 
FDA Food and Drug Administration 
FRB Federal Reserve Board 


FTC Fair Trade Commission 
wnniliiies 
GAO General Accounting Office 
GATT General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
GCC Gulf Cooperation Council 
GDP Gross domestic product 
GENSUKIN Japan Congress Against Atomic and Hydrogen Bombs 


-GENSUIKYO Japan Council Against Atomic and Hydrogen Bombs 


GM General Motors Corp. 
GNP Gross national product 
GSDF Ground Self-Defense Force 
a re 
HDTV High-definition television 
HFCs Hydrofluorocarbons 
HIV human immunodeficiency virus 
aunliien 
IAA International Association of Art 
IAEA International Atomic Energy Agency 
IATA International Air Transport Association 
lIOCT Institute for New Generation Computer Technology 
ICPR International Commission on Radiological Protection 
IDU International Democrat Union 
IEA International Energy Agency 
IFC International Finance Corp. 


HSS International Institute for Strategic Studies 


ILO International Labor Organization 
IMF International Monetary Fund 
INTELSAT International Telecommunications Satellite Organization 
INTERPOL International Criminal Police Organization 
IOC International Olympic Committe - 
IPI International Press Institute 
IRA Irush Republic Army 
IWC International Whaling Commission 
IVANS International Value-Added Networks 
angi ak 
JAA Japan Artists Association 
JAAF Japan Amateur Athletic Federation 
JAIA Japan Automobile Importers’ Association 
JAIDO Japan International Development Organization 
JAMA Japan Automobile Manufacturers Association 
JAMSTEC Japan Maritime Science and Technology Center 
JANCPEC Japan National Committee for Pacific Economic 
Cooperation : 
JASA Japan Amateur Sports Association 
JATA Japan Association of Travel Agents 
JCCI Japan Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
JCP Japan Communist Pary 
JET Japan Exchange and Teaching Program 
JETRO Japan External Trade Organizaition 
JICA Japan International Cooperation Agency 


JICHIRO (ZENNIHON JICHIDANTAI RODOKUMIAI) ALL Japan Pre- 


fectural and Municipal Workers’ Union 


JOC Japan Olympic Committee 
= 


KANKEIREN (KANSAI KEIZAI RENGOKAI) Kansai Beonomie Federa- 


tion 
KEDO Korean Peninsula Energy Development Organization 
KEIZAI DOYUKAI Japan Association of Corporate Executives 
—L—- 

LBO leveraged buyout 
LDP Liberal Democratic Party 
LSI large-scale integration 

4 — Mi ies 
M&A merger and acquisition 


METI Ministy of Economy, Trade and Industry 


MIA missing in action 
MIPRO Manufactured Imports Promotion Organization 


~ MOSS Market-Oriented, Sector-Selective 


MPD Metropolitan Police Department 
MSDF Martime Self-Defense Force 
ae * en 
NAFTA North American Free Trade Agreement ~ 
NASA National Aeronautics and Space Administration 
NASDA National Space Development Agency of Japan 
NASDAQ National Association of Securities Dealers Automated 
Quotations 
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NATO North Atlantic Treaty Organization 

NGO nongovernmental organization 

NHK (NIHON HOSO KYOKAI) Japan Broadcasting Corp. 

NICHIBENREN (NIHON BENGOSHI RENME)) Japan Federation of 
Bar Associations 

NIEs Newly Industrializing Economies 

NIKKYOSO (NIHON KYOSHOKUIN KUMIAI) aati Teachers’ Union 


NIPPON KEIDANREN (NIPPON KEIZAI DANTAI RENGOKAI) Japan 
Business Federation 
NPA National Police Agency 


NPO nonprofit organization 
NTT Nippon Telegraph and Telephone Corp. 
NYMEX New York Mercantile Exchange 
NYSE New York Stock Exchange 
i 

_ QOAPEC Organization of Arab Petroleum Exporting Countries 

OAS Organization of American States 
OAU Organization of African Unity 
OCCI Osaka Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
ODA Official Development Assistance 
OECD Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development | 
OECF Overseas Economic Cooperation Fund | 
OPEC Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries 
OSI open systems’ interconnection 
OTC over-the-counter 


onlin 
PCBs polychlorinated biphenyl 
PECC Pacific Economic Cooperation Conference 
PEN Poets and playwrights, Essayists and editors, and Novelists 
PKF Peace Keeping Forces 
PKO Peace Keeping Operation 
PLO Palestine Liberation Organization 
POWs prisoners of war 


tin 
R&D research and development | 


RENGO (NIHON RODOKUMIAI SORENGO-KAI) Japanese Trade 


Union Confederation 
ROK Republic of Korea 


on coin 
SAS Scandinavian Airlines System 
SDF Self-Defense Forces 
SDI Strategic Defense Initiative 
SDP Social Democratic party 
_ SESC Securities and Exchanges Surveillance Commission 
SHITETSU-SOREN (NIHON SHITETSU RODOKUMIAI 
_ SORENGO-KAI) General Federation of Private ey 
Workers’ Unions of Japan 
SNF Short-Range Nuclear Force 
SOR synchrotron orbit radiation 
STA Science and Technology Agency 
START Strategic Arms Reduction Talks 
tT 
TCCI Tokyo Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
TOPIX Tokyo stock price index 
TRISTAN transposable ring-intersecting storage accelerator in Nippon 
_ TRON the realtime operating system nucleus 
TSE Tokyo Stock Exchange 
ae 
UAE United Arab Emirates 
U.K. United Kingdom 
U.N. United Nations 
UFO unidentified flying object 
ULSis ultra-large-scale integrated circuit chips 
UNC United Nations Command 
UNCTAD United Nations Conference on Trade and Development 
UNEP United Nations Environment Program 
UNESCO United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organiza- 
tion | 
_ UNFPA United Nations Fund for Population Activities 
UNHCR United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
UNICEF United Nations Children’s Fund 
UNIDO United Nations Industrial Development Organization 
UNMOVIC United Nations Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Com- 
mission 
UNSC United Nations Security Council 
UP! United Press International 


USTR U.S. Trade Representative 
UV-B ultraviolet-B 
as ! en 
VAT Value-Added Tax 
VCRs videocassette recorders 
VOA Voice of America 
VTRs videotape recorders 
ont ia 
WHO World Health Organization 
WIPO World Intellectual Property Organization 
WTO World Trade Organization 
WWF World Wide Fund for Nature 
—Zam 
ZENCHU (ZENKOKU NOGYO KUMIAI CHUOKAI) Central Union of 
Agricultural Co-operatives | 
ZENGINKYO (ZENKOKU GINKO KYOKAI) Japanese Bankers Asso- 
ciation 
ZEN-NO (ZENKOKU NOGYO KYODO KUMIAI RENGOKAI)) National 
Federation of Agricultural Co-operative Associations 


News of December 2008 


December 1 (Monday) 


Front Page News 
Major automakers slashing production 


British hit Japan on sex slaves 

Bangkok blasts raise fears of escalating tensions 

Indian security chief quits over Mumbai assault 

World AIDS Day highlights tough challenges 20 years 
on 


Domestic News 
New Zealand Air Force to track whalers (p2) 


50% of eligible citizens will be called as potential lay 
judges (p2) 

School hit for student smoking (p2) 

Last regular run for classic train (p2) 

Panasonic profit dive clouds Sanyo takeover (2) 


Foreign News 
U.K. investigates reports of British suspects in attacks 


(p3) 
Liu hints at Cabinet reshuffle in Taiwan (p3) 
Data point to strong ‘Black Friday’ (p4) 
U.S. report says bioterrorism threat growing (p4) 
Harper makes major concession (p5) 
OPEC meet ends with no news cuts (p6) 
Castro at beatification ceremony for Olallo, Cuba’s 
‘father of poor’ (p7) 
Plan to banish alien species in U.S. lakes eyed (p8) 
Sports News 
Koga defends title as Fudo blows it again (p17) 
Japan golfers third at World Cup (p7) 
Oda wins to cap return (p18) 
Screen Hero takes center stage with Japan Cup victory 
(p18) 
Editorial 
Talking past each other (p12) 
Calmer tack with Russia (p12) 


December 2 (Tuesday) 


Front Page News 
Car sales in Japan plunge to 39-year low 


India anger mounts after attacks 
Pacific yellowfin haul faces 30% cut 
_ Thai protesters reinforce besieged airports 
Pyongyang squeezes South Korea with border 
clampdown 
Domestic News 
Tamogami says views shared in Diet, SDF (p2) 
Divorcee sues to register child to real dad (p2) 
- Brazilian schools losing students (p2) 
Aso visits Loft, asks about temps (p2) 
Princess Aiko turns 7, enjoys elementary school (p3) 
Foreign News 


Captured rebel tells of training inregion(p4) 

Beijing bets on horses to provide 3 million jobs (p4) 

South Korea to end Iraq mission soon (p4) 

Scholar to be new U.S. face at U.N. (p5) 

Chavez renews re-election ambition (p6) — 

Night terrors partly inherited: study (p6) 

Israel keeps Gaza border sealed (p6) 

U.S. kids slack on ethics: survey (p7) | 

Swiss OK prescribed heroin, antipedophile law (p7) 
Business News 

BOJ planning to free up financing for corporations _ 

(p3) 

Paramount mulls park at failed Expoland site (p8) 

Aso urges business to up wages, job sain (p8) 
Sports News 

Takahashi claims third in Finland 17 

Tazawa set to sign with Red Sox: report (p18) 
Editorial 

Getting children to get along (p12) 

Political will on trade (p12) 


December 3 (Wednesday) 
Front Page News 
BOJ takes steps to thaw credit crunch 
Thai court dissolves ruling party 
India ‘had prior intel on Mumbai attacks’ 
Canada opposition unites to oust government in 
Obama names hard-nosed, pragmatic national security 
team. 


Domestic News 
2,300 mobile phones used in money-transfer scams 


(p2) 

Toy gun maker held over lethal models (p2) 

Shunned premature baby died (p2) 

Three to sue Isuzu over lost jobs (p2) 

Plan aims for 50% rate in food self-sufficiency (p2) 
Foreign News | 

China says tainted milk death toll could be nlaiioe (p4) 

Activists scuffle over anti-North Korea leafleting (p4) _ 

“Chemical Ali’ sentenced to death (p5) 

Mental illness weighs on U.S. young adults (p5) 

WMD attack on big city ‘likely within five years’ (p6) 
Business News 

Toyota trims managers’ bonuses (p7) | 

Temps in manufacturing feel full brunt of slump (p7) 

GDP for ’07 revised up to real 1.9% (p7) 

USS. recession started back in December ’07 (p9) 


af 
—_ 


Sports News 


Schoolgirl joins pro baseball team (p17) 
Ishikawa to compete for Royal Trophy (p17) 
Ronald adds to trophy haul, captures Golden Ball 
(p18) 
Editorial 


New Supreme Court justice (p14) 
Proposals for pension reform (p14) 


December 4 (Thursday) 
Front Page News 
Big Three plead for bailout 
Japanese makers off 30% in U.S. 
Mumbai attacks offer lesson in digital-age terror 
Japan inks cluster bomb ban; key nations absent 
Impeachment trial opens for ‘e-stalker’ judge 
Domestic News 
LDP may ease costs of elderly health care (p2) 
Tourist ban at Tsukiji auctions nears (p2) | 
North nuke verification must be in writing: Saiki (p2) 
Passive smoking has restaurant diners breathing fire: 
survey (p2) 
Foreign News 
Australia ‘intercepts refugee boat’ (p4) 
Taiwan Air Force rebukes claims it moved cash for 
ex-president (p4) 
NATO resumes ties with Russia (p5) 
Italian authorities smash alleged terrorist cell (p6) 
U.S. cruise ship outruns pirates in Gulf of Aden (p7) 
Body-swap illusion tricks mind in new study (p7) 
Business News — 
Major steelmakers mull temporary shutdown of 
furnaces (p8) 
Travel agents shrug off Thai turmoil (p8) 
Ministers press financial industry (p8) 
Under-fire EU offers a softer bailout line (p10) 
Wary Australia mulls merger of BA, Qantas a 1) 
Sports News 
Nakamura’s J anuary transfer hits buffers (p19) 
F1 changes make Alonso ponder retirement (p19) 
Editorial 
Stellar U.S. security team (p12) 


December 5 (Friday) 


Front Page News 
Merger of oil firms to form global No. 8 


India IDs Mumbai masterminds | 

Pension funding expansion faces delay 

U.S. weighs buying Fannie, Freddie securities to 
revive housing market 

First Thai Air flight makes it to Narita 

_Labor-green rift clouds plan for U.S. auto aid» 
Domestic News 

Disaster readiness talks with Seoul, Beijing slated (p2) 

‘NEWS23’ axed in TBS prime-time shift (p2) 

NPA wants license suspension extended up to 10 years 
for DUIs (p2) 

Sea Shepherd, Hannah set off to find, hassle whaling 
fleet (p2) 


DPJ’s Kan inspects Internet cafe to get lowdown on 
job instability (p2) 
Coroner: Miura death was suicide (p2) 


_ Foreign News 


Mud volcano victims agree to deal in Java (p4) 

‘Sick’ Thai king fails to speak (p4) 

U.S. gives drug aid to Mexico (p7) 

Medical panel won’t rule on Lourdes ‘miracles’ (p8) 

Italian party proposes ban on mosques (p8) 

Russian warship to visit former U.S. naval base in 

Panama (p8) 

Iraq attacks at lowest since 2003 (p8) 

Man-made underwater noise threatens wildlife (p9) 

Vermont tops the list of healthy U.S. states (p9) 
Business News 

Firms’ profits plummet 22% (p10) 

Goldman rejects new offer for Sanyo stake (p10) 

Canon to slash Oita workforce by 1,100 (p10) 

Nomura to lay off 1,000 employees in London (p10) 
Editorial 

Political theater of the absurd (p17) 


December 6 (Saturday) 
Front Page News 
Honda to exit F1 by end of year 
Senators push bankruptcy plan for Big Three 
Japan bottom of list in helping poor nations 
Parliament shutdown buys Harper some time 
Revised law removes barrier to nationality 
Domestic News 
College hospitals to get infant ICUs (2) 
Overtime pay hike to 50% passed by Diet (p2) 
S. Koreans seek A-bomb redress (p2) 
One climber lives, one perishes after week on New 
Zealand peak (p2) 
Emperor able to partially resume official duties (p2) 
‘Educational’ package tour of U.S. jury — falls 
flat (p3) 
Foreign News 
Singh says Indians angry ‘as never before’ (p4) 
Thai king’s illness sparks anxiety amid political crisis 
(p4) | 
Aussie state forced to buy water (p4) 
Putin leaves presidential door ajar (p5) 
Report links gun laws to crime rates in U.S. (p5) 
Harare begs for help to fight cholera epidemic (p6) 
Don’t worry, be happy: Emotions are infectious (p6) 
Vaccinations lower measles deaths (p6) 
Business News 
¥2 trillion jobs package in pipeline (p7) 
State’s pension outlay hike to start in April, Aso says 
(p7) 
Ministers lament Honda’s F1 pullout (p7) 


Sports News 

Tazawa signs with Red Sox (p18) 
Editorial 

Prepping a new climate deal (p15) 


December 7 (Sunday) 


Front Page News 
Man arrested in slaying of Chiba girl 
Climate talks expose old rivalries 
Congress, Bush agree to tentative auto deal 
LBJ urged Humphrey to consider Inouye as VP 
_ New monument dedicated to WWII valor in Pacific 
Ready, teddy, blast off! Bears sent out to edge of space 


Domestic News 
Ties with U.S. shaky, record-high 28% say (p2) 
Nissan grants reprieve in Spain (p2) 
Nanzan hit by derivatives losses (p2) 
Three held over Hida beef scam (p2) 
Foreign News 
Bomb blast rattles Peshawar, killing 29 (p3) 
Pakistan awaits proof (p3) 
N. Korea will snub Japan at talks (p3) 
Canada’s death toll in Afghan war tops 100 (p4) 
Boy George found guilty, faces jail (p4) 
Border official ‘hired illegals’ (p5) 
Bush rule eases ban on firearms in national parks (p6) 
Gunning for the top, Angelina Jolie ranks No. 1 on 
actress salary list (p6) | 
Simpson gets at least nine years in prison (p6) 
Business News 
Oil plunges to 4-year low (p16) 
Sports News 
Maddux to announce retirement (p19) 
Nagashima places second in 500 (p19) 
Antlers repeat as champs (p20) 
_ Ronald admits he was close to joining Arsenal (p20) 
Editorial 
World AIDS Day (p10) 


December 8 (Monday) 


Front Page News 
Support rate for Cabinet falls to 25.5% 


Indian agent tied to Mumbai attacks 
Islamabad feared Indian attack after deadly siege 
Militants in Pakistan hit military supply line 
Shinseki to be named veterans secretary 
U.N. human rights declaration faces new challenges 
on 60th anniversary 

Domestic News 
Taiwan ruling party chief making a historic visit (p2) 
Sasagawa cites Obuchi’s motherhood (p2) 
More employees retiring early (p2) 
Watanabe may bolt (p2) 


Foreign News 
S. Korean kids killed by own troops in *50 (p3) 


Thai prime ministership offered to smaller parties by 
Thaksin loyalists (p3) 
Sri Lankan forces near rebels’ capital (p3) 
Millions head to Mount Arafat for hajj pilgrimage (p4) 
Greek police kill boy, sparking major riots (p4) 
Israel blockade may cause Gaza banks to collapse: 
World Bank (p4) 
Celebrities offer jackets for freezing cold to the 
homeless (p5) 
Global group begins drive to ban nukes (p5) 
EU set for first navy mission in pirate-infested Somali 
sea (p5) 
First Russian warship since 1944 passes through the 
Panama Canal (p5) 
Amsterdam to close brothels, ‘coffee shops’ (p6) 
Sports News 
Kebede triumphs in Fukuoka Marathon (p17) 
Singh ends year with emotional win (p7) 
Lemaire guides Kane Hekili to Japan Cup Dirt 
triumph (p18) 
Pound-for-pound king Pacquiao hymbles Golden Boy 
in eighth round (p18) 
Editorial | 
Remember Pearl Harbor (p12) 
Temps weather the storm (p12) 


December 9 (Tuesday) 
Front Page News | 
Pakistan nuke chief visited Japan: friend 
Thai opposition poised to rule 
Prospects grim on N. Korea nuke talks 
Islamabad arrests alleged planner of Mumbai attacks 
during raid 
Japanese laureates deliver speeches at Nobel 
Lectures *08 
Domestic News 
No payout for getting shut out (p2) 
Chinese intrude at Senkakus (p2) 
Essay judges defend Tamogami (p2) 
Crown Princess celebrates her 45th birthday (p2) 
Ground mission in Iraq wraps up (p2) 
Foreign News 
Pakistan Taliban continue rampage (p4) 
China city institutionalizes local complainers (p4) 
Indian woman gives birth at 70 (p4) 
U.S. remembers Pearl Harber (p5) 
Riots over boy’s death test Greek government (p6) 
Peruvian chefs serve up world’s largest ceviche (p6) 
Public transport use on rise 1n U.S. (p6) 
More than half of adults in U.S. play video games, 
survey finds (p7) 


Britain bans Wikipedia item with child pic (p7) 
Business News 
Shortage of tax revenue may crack bond cap (p8) 
¥1 trillion in grants earmarked for roads, other public. 
works (p8) 
Companies developing systems to rehire their former 
employees (p8) 
Sports News 
Ishikawa named Rookie of the Year (p17) 
Athens champion Shibata to retire (p17) 
‘Wie finishes Q-school, earns place on Tour (p18) 
Editorial 
- Budget in disarray (p12) 
Betrayal of public trust (p12) 


December 10 (Wednesday) 
Front Page News 
Japan in worse shape than feared 
Sony to shed 16,000 jobs worldwide, reduce assembly 
sites 
World on verge of major malaria milestone 
Lawmakers, Bush agree on bailout for Big Three 
U.S. media giant Tribune files for Chapter 11 
bankruptcy protection 
Stress blamed for bleeding in Emperor’s stomach 
~ Domestic News 
Math, science scores rank high 


Peruvian’s conviction for killing young girl sent back — 


to lower court (p2) 
Aso to ask Wen about intrusion (p2) 
Japan seeks bilateral talks with North (p2) 
Public libraries begin restricting access to government 
directories (p2) 
Five parties urge drastic carbon emission cuts (p2) 
Foreign News 
Video shows North’s poppy farm (p4) 
Pakistan refuses to hand over terrorist suspects to 
India (p4) 
Mexico gang killings rocket in ’08 (p5) 
French cops nab ETA’s new ‘No. 1’ (p5) 
More in U.S. getting away with murder (p5) 
Belgian mom in dock for killing five children (p6) 
True Zimbabwe death toll ‘may never be known’ (p6) 
EU to scrap standard light bulbs by 2012 (p6) 
Business News 
Daiwa may sell Sanyo stake (p7) 
Job promotion package aimed at part-timers (p7) 
Emergency fund provision eyed to help struggling _ 
firms (p7) 
Sports News 
Premier League boss rejects salary cap for players 
(p18) 
Editorial 


Precipitous drop in popularity (p14) 
Health net for children (p14) 


December 11 (Thursday) 
Front Page News 
Asylum claims nearly double 
Illinois governor nabbed for bid to sell Obama seat 
Mumbai killers ‘part of team’ 
Domestic News 
Binding goals sought at climate talks (p2) 
Greenpeace softens protest tactics (p2) 
Time to end Senkaku dispute: Wu (p2) 
SDF brass to get more say at bureaucrats’ expense (p2) 
Foreign News 
Torture widespread in Tibet group says (p4) 
Fifteen seek asylum in Australia (p4) 
North Korea nuclear talks hit another snag (p4) 
Iraq outlines plans for economic, security partnerships 
in region (p6) 
British troops out of Iraq by June: reports (p6) 
AU rejects action against Mugabe (p6) 
EU launches mission across Kosovo (p6) 
Cancer set to be No. 1 cause of death in 2010 (p7) 
Hubble telescope finds carbon dioxide on distant 
planet (p7) 
Ricochet killed Greek teen, says family’s lawyer (p7) 
Business News 
1,000 jobs to go at Nikko Cordial (p8) 
Forecast of zero growth for ’09 expected (p8) 
Sports News 
Ballesteros released from hospital (p19) 
Editorial 
Retaining nursing-care workers (p12) 
Education loan accountability (p12) 


December 12 (Friday) 


Front Page News 
Auto bailout likely to stall in U.S. Senate 


Big Three plan brings greater federal control 

Japan tops child development poll 

Tokyo set to expand Seoul currency swap 

Toyota may again cut target 

India revamps security after Mumbai siege 
Domestic News 

Sailor in slaying faces mental exam (p2) 

Lower House nixes bill to halt posts share sale (p2) 

Station panels tap into commuters for electricity (p2) 

In-laws raise women’s risk of heart disease (p2) 
Foreign News 

Koreans end beef with U.S. (p4) 

Bhutto honored with U.N. rights prize (p4) 

South China labor woes jump on export slump (p4) 

Executions in U.S. at 14-year low as social, financial 


concerns rise (p7) — 
U.S. spies on Israel nukes, government: book (p8) 
Belgium arrests al-Qaida suspects (p8) 
U.K. TV station defends airing of man’s suicide (p9) 
Palin topped 2008 Google search charts (p9) 
Business News 
LDP rules out tobacco tax hike in fiscal 2009 (p10) 
MK bets on hiring 10,000 to expand taxi services 
(p10) 
U.S. deficit may reach record $1 trillion this budget 
year (p13) 
Sports News 
Yanks land ace Sabathia (p14) 
Editorial 
Sony cutting back (p17) 
Responsibility for food safety (p17) 


December 13 (Saturday) 


Front Page News 
U.S. fails to agree on Big Three bailout 


A difference of $20: how Toyota can undercut GM 


Dollar tests 13-year low in ¥88 range; Nikkei off 5.6% 


Aso to throw ¥23 trillion at recession 

North Korea, U.S. hit deadlock 2 

Ruling parties force antiterrorism, bank funding t bills 
through Diet 

Domestic News 

Random murders set record in ’08 (p2) 

Postcard deliverer hopefuls soar (p2) 

Saito urges emerging economies to set 
energy-efficiency targets (p2) 

State gets Tokyo spa blast case (p2) 

Emperor’s ills are laid to stress (p2) 


Foreign News 
Heavy casualties as Sri Lanka takes Tiger positions 


(p4) 


_ French doctor says N. Korean leader did have a stroke 


(p4) 
Prosecutors set to indict Chen for graft (p4) 
Use of Iran-linked bombs down (p5) 
Bomber strikes Iraq restaurant, killing 55 (p5) 
Norway lowers 2009 whaling quota (p5) 
Newspaper claims Obama plans to offer Israel 
‘nuclear umbrella’ (p5) 
Greek-inspired unrest spreads in Europe (p6) 
U.K. crackdown leads to big cut in stabbings (p6) 
Hajj pilgrimage draws to a close (p6) 
Cholera epidemic has ended: naagebe (p7 ) 
Business News 
Coalition waffles on sales tax hike (p8) 
Sharp to cut LCD lines, 380 temps (p8) © 
Jobless rate may hit record high: Masuzoe (p8) 
 Ex-Nasdaq head nabbed over $50 billion fraud (p11) 


Sports News 
Murofushi awarded bronze from Beiji ing. 2 


Editorial 
Failure of latest round (p18) 
Ending the use of cluster bombs (p18) 


_ December 14 (Sunday) 


Front Page News 
Tokyo, Beijing, Seoul unite in face of crisis 
OK awaits third-party in vitro fertilization 
Toyota faces ¥100 billion second-half operating loss 
Bush may tap bailout to rescue automakers 


U.N. climate talks end with poor nations upset over | 


fund 


~ Domestic News 


Chubu Electric looking to raze two reactors (p2) 
117,000-strong force for Tokyo disaster set (p2) 
Climate talks score card leaves Japan shamefully low 
(p2) 
Ward bans feeding of stray animals (p2) 
Kuwait-Iraq ASDF mission finished (p2) 
Foreign News 
Chen should be given ‘a fair trial’ (p3) 
Voters in Kashmir take part in election (p3) . 
U.S. says heavy fuel aid to North Korea suspended 
(p3) 
Russia takes Georgia border town (p4) | 
EU hails climate deal as example for world (p4) 
Hitting pirates on land may backfire: admiral (p5) 
Vatican paper stirs debate over modern science (p6) 
Rome declares emergency after heavy rains (p6) 
Huge swarms of jellyfish ruin tourist sports (p6) 
Sports News 
Abbot tops Kozuka to claim first GP title (pe): 


Editorial 
A WMD wakeup call (p10) 


December 15 (Monday) 
No paper was issued due to press holiday. 


December 16 (Tuesday) 
Corporate malaise worst in 34 years 


Nomura’s Madoff hit: ¥28 billion 

Abhisit named new Thailand prime minister 

Redress nixed over Isahaya Bay project 

Bush created loophole on executive pay in U.S. 
Domestic News 

Pace of global warming slows (p2) 

ASDF begins Kuwait withdrawal (p2) 

DPJ economic bills aimed at seizing initiative from 

Cabinet (p2) 

Curious Japanese join West Bank protests (p3) 

Foreign News 


Big day for ASEAN as charter enforced (p4) 

China, Taiwan launch daily direct flights (p4) 

Somali president fires premier as nation spirals into 
new chaos (p5) | 

Russia arrests 150 at protests (p5) 

Hamas marks anniversary in Gaza (p7) 


Experts wary of marine CO, capture projects(p7) 


U.S. Army sweeps away — ‘s storied history 


Business News 
Automakers at risk if Detroit fails (p9) 


Worst ‘tankan’ since 1975 forces BOJ meeting to 
consider rate cut (p9) 
Suzuki to suspend World Rally Championship 
participation (p9) 
Orascom to bring 3-G phones to North Korea (p11) 
Sports News 
Sorenstam closes out career with birdie putt (p19) 
Ichiro, Dice-K headline Japan WBC candidates (p20) 
Kenyans, Japanese shine in Honolulu race (p20) 
Editorial 
- No time to waste in the Diet (p13) 
Afghanistan in trouble (p13) 


December 17 (Wednesday) 
Front Page News 
High court: Obara buried Blackman 
Toyota and Isuzu joint engine plan suspended 
Fed poised to cut interest rates to lowest on record 
Madoff fallout spreads globally | 
Aozora puts Madoff exposure at ¥12 billion but isn’t 
worried 
Ambulance response, transport times getting worse 
Louis Vuitton nixes Ginza flagship 
Domestic News 
Despite failure, missile defense system OK’d (p2) 
Emperor cancels birthday speech (p2) 
World’s experts brainstorm on drinking water (p2) 
Crews’ smoky cigarette butts snarl evening subway 
commute (p2) 
Foreign News 
Bollywood eyes Mumbai attack film (p4) 
U.S. worries Lashkar-e-Taiba could become the next 
al-Qaida (p4) 
_ Protests erupt over Rudd climate plan (p4) 
Arabs cheer, Iraqis split on shoe-tosser (p5) 
Cheney admits giving OK to waterboarding (p5) 
Greek demonstrators turn university into stronghold 
(p7) 
Israel frees prisoners, boots out U.N. envoy (p7) 
Hate crimes, racist groups surge in Russia (p8) 
Madonna doles out £ 60 million to ex-husband _— 
Business News 


Toshiba to idle chip plants at yearend (p9) 
Consumption tax plan approved (p9). 
Subaru quits rally championship (p9) 
Citigroup to sell NikkoCiti to MUFG (p9) 
‘Light’ tobacco suits OK’d (p11) - 


_ Sports News 


Woods ‘disappointed’ as caddie makes disparaging 
Mickelson remark (p20) 


_ Editorial 


Serious slump indicated (p16) 
Trade talks run out of steam (p16) 


December 18 (Thursday) 


Front Page News 
Bernanke goes all in with drastic rate cut 


Nakagawa hints intervention as dollar tests ¥88 
SEC to probe its own failure in Madoff case 
Honda reduces profit forecast by 60% 
New U.S. travel authorization plan has airlines on 
edge before launch 
Microsoft to release patch for IE flaw 
Domestic News | 
Kadena to briefly host F-22 stealth fighters (p2) 
Elementary, junior high schools in Saitama face cell 
phone ban (p2) 
Celebrity sets off on two-year ‘Earth Marathon’ (p2) 
Vietnam Airlines copilot linked to shoplifting ring (p2) 
26 cities request emergency support for foreign 
_ workers (p2) 
Foreign News 
Dhaka ends state of emergency (p4) 
China Navy may head to Somalia (p4) 
U.N. gives nod to act against Somali pirates (p5) 
Convicted doctor wanted Britain to feel Iraq’s pain 
(p38) 
HIV targets healthy genital tissue in women (p8) — 
Teen faces jail for murder of Liverpool boy (p8) 
Scientists develop cancer sensor (p8) 
Business News 
Canon shelves plant construction (p9) 
Protests over used car import duties challenge Russia’s 
Putin (p11) — 
Goldman posts first loss since e going public (p12) 


Sports News 
Jubilant Harrington voted PGA Tour player of the year 


(p22) 
Editorial 
First three-way summit (p14) 
The dilution of devolution (p14) 


December 19 (Friday) 
Front Page News 
Goldman agrees to sell Sanyo stake 


Trio avoid prison in sumo killing 
It’s official: Aso family mine used POW labor 
Chrysler to shutter all of its plants in U.S. for a month 
Nation’s auto market could see lowest sales in 31 
years: JAMA 
Obama to tap veteran Wall Street regulator Schapiro to 
head SEC 
Domestic News 
Opposition’s employment plan gets nod (p2) 
New registry rules for foreigners proposed (p2) 
Ex-Paloma execs plead not guilty over deaths (p2) 
Aum. nerve gas victim’s widow first to file claim for 
state benefits (p2) 
Obara appeals to Supreme Court (p2) 
Foreign News 
With Olympics finished, China censors Web sites (p4) 
Sri Lanka claims victory in north (p4) 
Critics fear new Stalinist treason bill in Russia (p6) 
Rwandan genocide planner guilty (p6) 
Woman gets first American face transplant (p7) 
Business News 
Tepco mulls building nuke plants in emerging 
economies in Asia (p8) 
Bonuses at big firms drop this winter (p8) 
Department store sales fell 6.4% in November (p8) 
Nobel committees accused of bribery (p10) 
Madoff ordered put under house arrest (p11) 
Sports News 
United advances to final as goal rush sees off Gamba 


(p12) 


Editorial 
What more can the Fed do? (p15) 
An ex-president heads for trial (p15) 


December 20 (Saturday) 


Front Page News 
BOJ reduces key interest rate to 0.1% 


Gist of BOJ Policy Board meeting 
Slump to send Toyota to first loss in 59 years 
Bush offers carmakers $17.4 billion in loans 
Komazawa University axes exec over losses 
While other firms play the Grinch, taxi company 
offers to hire 6,000 drivers 
Domestic News 
Opposition job bills clear Upper House (p2) 
Death-row inmate seeks retrial over girl’s slaying (p2) 
Diet enacts child insurance law (p2) i 
Butterfly migrates 1,600 km to China (p2) 
Japan scientists trace shape of thoughts (p3) 
Foreign News 
Lung cancer among Aussie women up (p4) 
North Korea claims Seoul hired agent to assassinate 


Kim Jong II (p4) 


Truce with Israel over, says Hamas (p5) 
Obama wins Time Person of Year (p5) 
‘Deep Throat’ dies at age 95 (p5) 
Pentagon readies plan to close Guantanamo prison 
(p5) 
Life sentence for Rwandan officer hailed (p6) 
Business News 
China retains beer title; Japan slips (p7) 
‘Solar’ ship unveiled (p7) 
Monteroza to hire 500 ‘izakaya’ staff (p7) 
Sports News 
- Onward Oaks disband amid criris (p17) 
Editorial 
Zimbabwe’s nightmare worsens (p15) 


December 21 (Sunday) 
Front Page News 
Japan breaks bank for economy 
Gist of draft for 09 general budget 
Bush auto move puts Obama in driver’s seat 
Doubts persist 20 years after Lockerbie airliner 
disaster 

‘Team of rivals’ complete with Obama’s final Cabinet 
picks 

Foreigners may get stimulus pay 

Domestic News 
Cabinet OKs second extra budget for ’08 (p2) 
Defense budget edges down on bulk arms buys (p2) 
Mental exam sought for suspect in stabbings (p2) 
Builder Dia Kensetsu files for bankruptcy (p2) 
Japan delays fighter jet purchases (p2) 

Foreign News 
Activists intercept Japan’s whaling fleet (p3) 
Bangladesh deploys troops ahead of polls (p3) 
Zhang named China’s most beautiful (p3) 

Belgium back in limbo after Cabinet falls (p4) 
Tymoshenko asks president to step down (p4) 
Americans less likely to move (p4) 
Illinois’ Blagojevich: ‘I’m not going to quit’ (p5) 
Ho-ho-hold on there! Holiday myths debunked (p6) 
Dinosaur dads helped rise young: study (p6) 
Sketch of Jesus, horse’s head behind da Vinci painting 
may be Leonardo’s (p6) 
-Here’s looking atchoo: sneeze and sex could be 
connected (p6) 

Business News | 
Moscow unveils carmaker bailout (p17) 

London’s red buses set for return in 2011 (p18) 

Sports News 
First-division trio make Emperor’s Cup semis (p19) 

Editorial 
Does a cell-phone ban educate? (p10) 

Walking the body electric (p10) 


December 22 (Monday) 


Front Page News 
Sato wanted U.S. ready to nuke China 


Chinese ships to patrol waters near Somalia 
Afghanistan may get 30,000 additional U.S. troops 
Canada OKs its own $3.2 billion car bailout 
Obama’s ‘new deal’ sparks fresh debate on 1930s 
Domestic News 
No-nuke policy ruled out years before declaration (p2) 
Foreigners march job for security (p2) 
Key figure in Lockheed scandal, A. Carl Kotchian, 
dies at age 94 (p2) 
Emperor turns 75 with plenty of worries (p2) 
Last cargo planes back from Kuwait (p2) 
Foreign News 
Thai Cabinet to be installed (p3) 
Tamil Tiger Web site claims 60 Sri Lankan soldiers 
killed in fighting (p3) 
EU fears nuisance factor from Klaus (p4) 
U.S. troops to replace Brits in Iraq (p4) 
Motor City’s woes stretch far and wide (p5) 
Amazon pollution case could cost Chevron billions 
(p6) 
Israel strikes Gaza after truce ends (p6) 
Warner Music pulls videos from YouTube (p7) 
Karaoke a hit at Houston airport (p8) 
Sports News 
Rooney lifts United to first CWC title (p18) 
Yamazaki leads Gamba to third-place finish (p18) 
Marines won’t offer Valentine contract extension after 
season (p18) 
Editorial 
BOJ matches U.S. rate cut (p12) 
What did the ASDF do there? (p12) 


December 23 (Tuesday) 
Front Page News 
Toyota looks to log ¥150 billion loss 
China set to target organized, gang crime 
Exports suffer steepest decline on record 
Utility to raze old, idled reactors, build new one 
U.S. can no longer back Zimbabwe deal: U.S. envoy 


Big boys at bailed-out banks got $1.6 billion in awards 


Domestic News 
New high school draft curriculum avoids islets row 


(p2) 
Flu epidemic measures tested on train riders (p2) 
English classes face a shakeup (p2) 
ODA budget faces pruning in fiscal 2009 (p2) 
ICR to Australia, Holland: prosecute Sea Shepherd 
(p2) 
Foreign News 
Mumbai hotels reopen under watchful eye (p4) 


Chinese at high risk for lung cancer (p4) 
1988 Lockerbie bombing marked (p5) 
Russian presidential term extension clears key hurdle 
(p5) 
Iraq shoe thrower to sue guards who ‘beat’ him: 
lawyer (p6) 
A good diet beat vitamin pills (p7) 
Business News 
BOJ to focus on making funds available to firms (p8) 
Priority budget details announced (p8) 
23-year low for foreign listings (p8) 
Russia car tariff protests escalate (p10) 
Sports News 
Celtic roll past Knicks for 18th straight victory (p17) 
London sumo tour formally axed (p17) 
Editorial 
Scoring the ability to think (p12) 
Cross-strait ties leap ahead (p12) 


December 24 (Wednesday) 

Front Page News 
16 top firms retain hefty nest eggs 
Russia says Georgia committed genocide 
Europe mulls accepting Guantanamo detainees 
Emperor greets public as he celebrates his 75th 

birthday 

Domestic News 
ASDF troops back after ending Iraq mission (p2) 
Opposition threatens Diet boycott (p2) 
Yemen to get patrol boats to fight piracy (p2) 
Ailing Crown Princess steadily improving (p2) 
Toyota to pick scion as president (p2) 

“Das Kapital’ comic has mass appeal (p2) 


Foreign News 


Pakistan scrambles jets as India hardens its tone (p4) 
Australia clears alleged terrorist (p4) 
China court rejects suit over collapsed schools (p4) 
Somalia, Congo among year’s worst crisis (p6) 
Iraq lawmaker’s antics delay fate of U.K. troops (p6) 
Coup in Guinea follows Conte death (p6) 
Russia to get 70 nukes in three years (p6) 
Calls grow for new organ-harvest probe (p7) 
Mexico honors soldiers beheaded by drug gang (p7) 
Taking a gamble: New casino set to open amid trouble 
for Vegas (p9) 

Sports News 
Date-Krumm set for ASB Classic (p17) 
Naito stops Yamaguchi with TKO (p17) 
Yoshida wins seventh straight title (p17) 

Editorial 
Worsening economic prospects (p14) 
Climate-change meeting stalls (p14) 


December 25 (Thursday) | 
Front Page News | 
_ Cabinet OKs monster ’09 budget 
State to aid foreigners in dire financial straits 
Ruling bloc plans *11 sales tax hike 
Era of cheap gas is over, Putin tells export group 
Russian gas fuels tensions 
Isuzu grants a Christmas - to 550 temps due for 
layoff 
Domestic News 
Desperate need for shelter. cited (p2) 
_TV celebrity Ai Iijima found dead:(p2) 
Opposition jobs bills shot down (p2) 
Refueling mission extended to July (p2) 
Mom held in poisoning of baby through I.V. at sete 
hospital (p2) 
Foreign News 
Seoul to keep conscription rule (p4) 
Aussies refuse to say sorry to doctor (p4) 
Obama cleared in governor scandal (p5) 
Shirtless images of Obama cause stir online (p5) 
Warren clarifies stance on gays (p5) 
Confusion reigns after Guinea leader’s death (p6) 
Shots fired at Athens police bus (p6) 
Mexico cocaine cartels extend reach to Europe (p7) 
Mexican beauty queen arrested with alleged drug gang 
(p7) 
Drugged mice offer hope for smokers (p7) 
Business News 
Japan to chop foreign aid by 4% in fiscal 2009; up 
other assistance (p8) 
JR Tokai to weigh maglev factors (p8) 
U.S. newspapers to share content (p10) 
Moscow threatens Kiev over gas (p11) 
_ Sports News 
Hakuho in top spot for New Year basho (p20) 
Editorial 
Preventing child pornography (p12) 
Populist eye default (p12) 


December 26 (Friday) 


Front Page News | 
GM’s loan arm gets OK for bailout funds 


Domestic vehicle output dives 20% 

MSDF may get antipiracy duty off Somalia 

Elderly who drive without sticker won’t face fine 

Asia still reeling from tsunami four years on 
Domestic News 

Tamogami’s cohorts reprimanded (p2) 

Summarized textbook screener minutes urged (p2) 

Meiji University looks to aid foreign students hit by 

soaring yen (p2) 
Spike feared in idled-temp suicides (p2) 


_ Foreign News 


U.N. condemns Myanmar on rights (p4) — 
Bloomberg’s support complicates Kennedy run for 
New York seat (p5) 
Military tightens its grip on Guinea (p5) 
Low blood flow to brain suspect in Alzheimer’s (p6) 
Big-time trafficker is called Mexico _— queen’s 
lover (p6) 
Good heavens: Vatican rehabilitates ‘heretic’ Galileo 
(p6) 
Georgia, U.S. to sign strategic pact (p6) 
A Christmas classic: ‘Silent Night’ celebrates 190 
years (p7) 
Business News 
More relief eyed for nonregular seiliies (p8) 
Overseas tourists put off by strong yen (p8) 
Steel Partners sells stake in Ezaki (p8) 
Kiev told to pay $2.1 billion debt (p10) 
Sports News 
Phelps honored as AP’s athlete of year (p11) 
Early goals send Gamba to semis (p11) 
Ishikawa scoops award (p11) 
Editorial 
Reform in the name of revenue (p14) 
Replacing nuclear rectors (p14) 


December 27 (Saturday) 


Front Page News 
Record output fall raises alarms 


1.7 million jobs to go: think tank 
FSA raps Shinginko for loan fraud scam 
Aso orders look at MSDF antipiracy role off Somalia 
Chinese Navy sets sail for Gulf of Aden 
Man in Santa suit slays eight at Christmas party 
Domestic News 
Choshi voters seek to oust mayor (p2) 
Teens who skip breakfast tend to try sex earlier in life: 
survey (p2) 
20% need booze, drugs to sleep (p2) 
Warrant served for girl’s murder (p2) 
Foreign News 
Pakistan moves some troops toward India (p4) 
Many schools in China said to be structurally unsound 
(p4) 
South Korea lawmakers stage sit-in (p4) 
Israel allows supplies into Gaza (p5) 
Pontiff reflects on war in address (p6) 
Business News 
85,000 temp jobs could go by Mien (p7) 
McDonald’s hired diners to boost sales (p7) 
Beijing to allow freer yuan trades (p9) 
Seoul top court endorses U.S. beef (p9) 


Sports News 


Kobe’s Lakers halt Celtics’ win streak at 19 (p16) 
Nakano leads after short program (p16) 
Editorial 
‘Unusual’ budget response (p14) 
- Stick to nonnuclear policy (p14) 


December 28 (Sunday) 
Front Page News 
Japan sent uranium to U.S. in secret 
Israeli warplanes pummel Gaza 
Activists hit Japan whalers 
Pakistan says no to war with India; nations call for 
calm 
Supporters honor Bhutto on assassination anniversary 
Domestic News 
Narita airport hatches plan to repel flu (p2) 
Government to offer flats to jobless people (p2) 
Tokyo’s population may top 13 million in ’09 (p2) 
Observers to attend piracy meeting (p2) 
Foreign News 
Bangladesh rhetoric heats up before poll (p3) 
Chinese dairies agree to compensate victims of 
melamine scandal (pp3) 
‘Santa gunman’ planned to flee to Canada (p4) 
No more talks with ETA: Zapatero (p4) 
Azerbaijan referendum could see Aliyev remain in 
power (p35) | 
Cash-strapped states trim juvenile justice counseling 
programs (p5) 
Zimbabwe peace activist found held at infamous 
prison (p5) 
‘Bio-hackers’ try do-it-yourself genetic engineering at 
home (p6) 
_ Early North Americans turned to roast bulbs as 
population grew (p6) 
Business News 
U.S. Christmas sales data deepen gloom (p17) 
Sports News 
Asada wins third straight national championship (p19) 
Former MVP Sosa waiting for offers (p20) 
Editorial 
China’s miracle at middle age (p10) 


December 29 (Monday) 


Front Page News 
Israeli tanks mass along Gaza border 


Egypt frustrated over Hamas plan for wounded 
L&G investment scam netted over ¥200 billion 
Neither India nor Pakistan can afford the cost of a war 
Aussies blast plan to block Internet sites 

Domestic News| 
Mass layoffs dashing many hopes (p2) 
Staffing firms adapting for dispatched workers who 


get called for lay judge duty (p2) 
Rough weather hits bullet trains (p2) 
TSE delistings hit an all-time high (p2) 
Foreign News 
Taiwan food firms profit from Chinese scandal (p3) 
Pro-Thaksin followers mass in Thai capital (p3) 
Sarkozy hit on pardoning bribe-taker (p4) 
Egypt’s stake up in Gaza blockade (p5) 
Some U.S. states eye leasing, selling off assets to raise 
cash (p6) 
_After blackout, Hawaii’s Oahu regains power (p6) 
Jailed Mexican beauty stripped of Hispanoamerican 
Queen crown (p6) 
Harvard political scientist Huntington dies (p7) 
Santa gunman’s massacre left 16 orphans : lawyer (p7) 
West’s titanic battle between Big Oil, Big Water 
begins (p7) 
Sports News 
Daiwa Scarlet claims Arima Kinen victory (p15) 
Editorial 
An oddly familiar year (p12) 


December 30 (Tuesday) 


Front Page News 
Israel in ‘war’ to bitter end: defense chief 


Strikes draw rebuke from across globe 

Three insurers plan merger amid fall in auto policies 

North’s nuke dismantling over unless Japan sends 
fuel: diplomat 

U.S. bureaucracy seeks Japanese efficiency 

Big ransom paid to free student in Iran 


Domestic News 


Firms reneging on job offers to be named (p2) 
Three utilities to ship in MOX fuel in 2009 (p2) 
Bullet trains hit by glitch in main system (p2) 
Homeless rate in big cities up 15% on year (p2) | 
Students call on Obama to make historic Hiroshima 
visit (p2) 
Foreign News 
Bangladeshis vote for first time in 7 years (p4) 
Protests force Thai leader to delay speech (p4) 
Chinese dairy firms to pay out millions to toxic milk 
victims (p4) 
Bahrain arrests 14 for attack plots (p5) 
Somali president quits in face of insurgency (p5) 
Teens pledging no sex ignore vow, take risks (p6) 
Dictator Stalin is voted third-greatest Russian (p6) 
Business News 
Ministries to promote veggie factories (p7) 
Honda’s customers the most loyal (p7) 
Sports News 
Nagashima leads at sprint nationals (p17) 
Lions winless in ’08 (p18) 


Gamba, Reysol move into final (p18) 
Editorial 
American capitalism, battered (p11) 


December 31 (Wednesday) 


Front Page News 
Israel rejects appeals for Gaza truce 


Olympic team loses Nomura as a sponsor 

Traders glad to see the last of ’08 

Seoul may pay North for abductees 

Japanese ‘tourist tenant’ quietly slips out of Mexico 
City airport 

Foot-to-the-floor Toyota now suddenly has to 
downshift 

Domestic News 

Secrets of 1918 flu pandemic unlocked (p2) 

Nishimatsu in shady deal for nuke site land (p2) 

Osaka cabby slain in apparent robbery (p2) 

Stalled negotiations may delay Futenma’s 2014 
relocation (p2) 

Travel firms’ new package tours cap CO, (p2) 

Foreign News 

Hasina wins Bangladesh’s first election in 7 years (p4) 

Thai leader says goal is to heal political divide (p4) 

Pakistan’s Swat Valley falls to Taliban militants (p4) 

Indian troops sent to border: Pakistan (p4) 

Civilians suffering amid Israeli strikes (p5) 

Hezbollah chief urges new intifada (p5) 

Congo church massacre leaves dozens dead (p6) 

Spain offers passports to Franco-era exiles (p6) 

British docs may get reviews on Web (p6) 


Business News 
Indicator offered to gauge ‘buried treasure’ accounts 


(p8) 
Mitsukoshi stymied by Londoners (p8) 
TBS deals Rakuten ¥66 billion loss (p8) 
600,000 U.K. layoffs forecast for ’09 (p11) 
Sports News 
Nagshima wins at sprint nationals (p19) 
_ Editorial 
A year of changes and dangers (p14) 


